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Construction 
progresses at 
Pigs Eye Lake
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(cover) Cindy Ward,  senior 
project engineer,  examines 

Pigs Eye Lake, near St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Aug. 10. USACE St. 
Paul District photo by Elizabeth
Stoeckmann
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Comments From The Top: A message from Col. Eric Swenson
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Story continued on Page 5

Story by Patrick Moes

Historic agreement creates river sand management partnership

(left) City of Wabasha, Minnesota, Mayor Emily Duran, and (right) Col. Eric 
Swenson, St. Paul District commander, sign a partnership agreement during 
a ceremony at the National Eagle Center in Wabasha July 24. USACE St. 
Paul District photo by Patrick Moes

Volume 49, Issue 3 | Summer 2023

CROSSCURRENTS
| 



Story continued from Page 4

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Teens tag along to work
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Bob Edstrom, project manager, 
speaks during a signing ceremony at 
the National Eagle Center in Waba-
sha July 24. USACE St. Paul District 
photo by Patrick Moes

Story by Elizabeth Stoeckmann

Corps in St. Paul, Minnesota, June 21. USACE St. Paul District photo by 
Elizabeth Stoeckmann
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Story by Melanie Peterson

Corps celebrates the completion of the Pool 2 wing dam environmental project

(left to right) Grant Wilson, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources; 
Col. Eric Swenson, St. Paul District commander; Col. Jesse Curry, Rock 
Island District commander; and Andrew Goodall, Navigation and Ecosystem 
Sustainability Program, or NESP, program manager, cut the ribbon at the 
NESP Pool 2 wing dam notching dedication ceremony at Lock and Dam 2 
in Hastings, Minnesota, July 25. USACE St. Paul District photo by Melanie 
Peterson
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Story by Elizabeth Stoeckmann

Pigs Eye Islands provide habitat and public view

Construction continues at Pigs Eye Lake near St. Paul, Minnesota, Aug. 10. 
USACE St. Paul District photo by Elizabeth Stoeckmann
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Story by Dave Elmstrom  Story by Dave Elmstrom         

Corps selects Ruyak for Hall of Fame Eggers selected for Hall of Fame

Jim Ruyak, recent inductee into the 
St. Paul District Hall of Fame. 
USACE St. Paul District courtesy 
photo
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Steve Eggers, recent inductee into 
the St. Paul District Hall of Fame. 
USACE St. Paul District courtesy 
photo
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Peeples assumes command of the Mississippi Valley Division

Brig. Gen. Kimberly A. Peeples, 
commanding general of the Missis-
sippi Valley Division. USACE 
courtesy photo

Lt. Gen. Scott Spellmon (right), chief of engineers, presents Brig. Gen. Kim-

Vicksburg, Mississippi, July 12. USACE courtesy photo
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Story by Melanie Peterson

The St. Paul District celebrates the completion of a Tribal Partnership Program project
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Col. Eric Swenson (right), district commander, and Michael Childs, Jr. (left), 
Prairie Island Indian Community treasurer, plant a tree at the ceremonial 

USACE St. Paul District photo by Melanie Peterson
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Story by Elizabeth Stoeckmann

Corps celebrates completion of Sandy Lake Dam rehabilitation

Kim Warshaw, project manager, speaks at the Sandy Lake dam dedication 
ceremony at Sandy Lake Recreation Area, near McGregor, Minnesota,
Aug. 2. USACE St. Paul District photo by Dave Elmstrom
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Story by Elizabeth Stoeckmann

An excavator removes Drayton 
Dam, near Drayton, North Dakota, 
June 27. USACE St. Paul District 
photo by Patrick Moes

Roy Lawson, construction representative, oversees the removal of Drayton 
Dam, near Drayton, North Dakota, June 27. USACE St. Paul District photo 
by Patrick Moes
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Story by Elizabeth Stoeckmann

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mississippi Valley Division Command-

Chief Patrick Moes with a coin of recognition as the Mississippi Valley 

USACE St. Paul District photo by Shannon Bauer
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Story continued on Page 15

Story by Melanie Peterson

Partnerships promote growth along the Mississippi River

Sara Rother, forester, uses a slingshot to shoot the rope saw into the top 

Sept. 1, 2020. USACE St. Paul District courtesy photo
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Story continued from Page 14
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Melanie Moore, U.S. Forest Service, Northern Research Station biological 
technician, tends to the elm tree samples that were taken from elm trees 
with potential resistance to Dutch Elm Disease at the Northern Research 
Station in St. Paul, Minnesota, May 31. USACE photo by Melanie Peterson
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Story by Melanie Peterson

The Corps plants seeds for success on Goose Island

Sara Rother, forester, clears an area of reed canary grass for a new tree 
planting at Mormon Slough, near Stoddard, Wisconsin, June 2. USACE 
St. Paul District photo by Melanie Peterson

Andy Meier, forester, holds some soil 
at Mormon Slough, near Stoddard, 
Wisconsin, June 2. USACE St. Paul 
District photo by Melanie Peterson
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Story by Dave Elmstrom      

Eau Galle brings electricity to 
equestrian campground

Mitchell Kneg-
endorf, con-

representative, 
inspects an 
electrical panel 
at Eau Galle 
Recreation 
Area, near 
Spring Valley, 
WIisconsin, 
May 28. 
USACE 
St. Paul District 
photo by Dave 
Elmstrom
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Recognizing our Employees of the Month: The MVPs of MVP



Story by Dave Elmstrom, USACE St. Paul District photos by Wendy Wells and Dave Elmstrom

St. Paul District hosts summer awards ceremony
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District coins

Mississippi Valley Division Climate Adaptation Annual Award

Flood Response

Hall of Fame
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Around the District
Hunter Simonson (left) and Sam Lanners (right), natural 
resources specialists, promote water safety at a 4th of July 
event at Sandy Lake Recreation Area, near McGregor,
Minnesota. USACE St. Paul District courtesy photo

Nancy Komulainen-Dillenburg, archeologist, paddles across 
Big Sandy Lake near McGregor, Minnesota, July 26. USACE 
St. Paul District photo by Melanie Peterson

Caree Kovacevich, regulatory senior project 
manager, gets a new perspective on regulato-
ry division stream training in Afton, Minnesota, 
July 20. USACE St. Paul District photo by 
Meghan Brown

Jon Schultz, environmental section manager, 
speaks at a public meeting in Kellogg, Minne-
sota, June 26. USACE St. Paul District photo 
by Patrick Moes

Mike Vogt, Lock and Dam 2 supervisor, 
stands in front of the lock and dam at 
the open house in Hastings, Minnesota, 
July 22. USACE St. Paul District photo 
by Patrick Moes

Troy Frank, Lock and Dam 8 lockmas-
ter, gives a tour to the Coulee Region 
Adventure camp group at Lock and Dam 
8, near Genoa, Wisconsin, June 13. 
USACE St. Paul District courtesy photo
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News and Notes
New Hires
Hannah Caudill

Marie-Eline Charles
Zachary Day,

James Ennis

Grace Freed,

Katherine Halling

Jennifer Hubert

Jessica Jones

Brent Lenke

Elizabeth Marti
Cynthia McFarland

Caitlin Piotrowski

Thomas Reinhardt

Adam Roerish

Andrew Schilling

Mina Shenouda

Patrick Stieve

Evan Strand

Michelle Swanson -

Peter Truax

Ryan Winn
Kole Woyczik

Christopher Wrycza

Promotions
Kipp Baures

Melissa Beaty
Cameron Brock
Cheyanne Carlin

Michael Demars

Haley Djock

Daniel Dzwonkowski
Craig Evans

John Farone
Renee Ferguson

Lindsey Gatzow
Jay Grimsled

Forrest Gunderson

Landon Hill

Brett Hultgren
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News and Notes, continued
Justine Hunt
John Incha

Joseph Jandrich
Carnot Joseph

Mitchell Knegendorf

Benjamin Lacount
Cherie Law,

William Long

Wake Madsen

Christine Moss

Bradley Mussman

Bryce Pellock
Chad Rethwisch
Maria Schneider,
Christopher Settles

Robert Slininger,

Cole Stai
Ellen Tabako

Allan Vanguilder

Alex Webb

Ashley Woods

See Xiong,

Retirements
Arlan Baukol

John Kahle
Kevin Wilson

Congratulations
Stephanie Mann

Rachel Perrine

Arash Shams

Maj. John Walleser

-

-

Taps
Wayne Knott
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